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Ear ly  ar r ivals 
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a guided 
v is i t  of  the 
Forbidden 
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Welcome 
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sponsored by 
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1.  Facts  and 
stat i s t ics  on 
China
Dirk  Jan Kennes, 
Rabobank

2.  Int roduct ion 
to SAI  P latform 
in Chinese
Jeff  L indsay, 
SAI P lat form

24 Apr i l
CONFERENCE 

DAY 
& 

15 th Anniversary 
Gala Dinner

Arr ivals  and 
breakfast 

sess ions
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1 
Br ian L indsay,  SAI P lat form  Beef  & Dai ry  Work ing Groups Lead

Master  of  Ceremonies’  int rodut ion

2
Peter  Er ik  Ywema,  SAI  P lat form  D i rector  of  St rategy and Engagement

Welcome and sett ing the scene

3 & 4:  Keynote addresses
Pascal  De Petr in i ,  Danone  Execut ive Vice-Pres ident St rategic Resource Cycle

Chr i s t ian Schmid,  Nest lé China  Execut ive Vice-Pres ident Technical

2 1

46

“F i f teen years  ago,  our  a im was 
to create a common v is ion and 
f ramework for  act ion to address 

the sustainabi l i ty  chal lenges facing 
agr icul ture.  F i f teen years  later  we have 

a common approach with FSA (Farm 
Sustainabi l i ty  Assesment programme) 
and have expanded our  P latform. At 
Danone, we bel ieve that sustainable 

agr icul ture should respect and 
protect the people,  the planet and 

the animals  whi le consuming less  and 
us ing natural  resources in  an eff ic ient 

way.  Furthermore,  there i s  no s ingle 
path to i t ,  rather  a divers i ty  of  models 

and pract ices co-developed with 
farmers  and suppl iers  who provide raw 
agr icul tural  ingredients .  Col laborat ion 

i s  key.  My wish i s  to see th is  P latform 
enabl ing mult i - s takeholder  projects 
that del iver  measurable impacts  to 

progress  towards our  common goal  of 
sustainable agr icul ture.  “

Emmanuel  Faber
CEO of  Danone

“Cross  indust ry  jo int  ef fort  in i t iat ives 
are necessary in  order  to make a 

di f ference”
Pascal  De Petr in i ,  Danone 

“Our common miss ion i s  to ensure 
harmonisat ion and sustainabi l i ty 

throughout the value chain”
Chr i s t ian Schmid,  Nest lé China

3



Sess ion 1
BUSINESS STRATEGY TO DELIVER IMPACT

Roles and opportuni t ies for  the food sector  in  support ing 
the del ivery of  the Sustainable Development Goals

1
Carolyn Opio,  FAO  L ivestock Pol icy Off icer

The Sustainable Development Goals
Shaping bus iness  s t rategy through to 2030 -  The roadmap for  del ivery and 

bus iness  so lut ions re lated to the agr i - food sector

2
Jason Clay,  WWF  Senior  V ice-Pres ident of  Markets

SAI  P latform Advisory Counci l
Meet ing the sustainabi l i ty  chal lenges of  the food and agr icul ture sectors 

Unlocking s igni f icant bus iness  opportuni t ies

3
Mart in Ma, Sol idar idad  Managing Di rector

China’s  13 th 5-year s t rategic plan for  the agr i - food sector
Sustainabi l i ty :  core to del iver ing the food supply for  China’s  future

4
Adr ian Greet,  Mars  Global  Sustainabi l i ty  Programme Di rector

SAI  P latform Execut ive Committee
A pract ical  approach to embedding the SDGs into corporate st rategy

“Sustainabi l i ty  i s  no longer an opt ion 
for  the pr ivate sector”

“The Sustainable Development Goals 
wi l l  be the foundat ion for  the future”

“Publ ic pr ivate col laborat ion i s  cr i t ical 
to implement ing the SDGs.  FAO is  open 

to engaging with al l  s takeholders .”
Carolyn Opio,  FAO

“Sustainabi l i ty  i s  a pre-compet i t ive 
i s sue and we need to so lve the i ssue 

together”

“ In the next  40 years ,  we have to 
produce as much as we did in last 

8,000 years”

“We waste 1 out  of  3  calor ies .  [ . . . ]  Let’s 
make i t  less  easy to waste food.  Factor 

real  cost  of  food product ion into the 
cost”

“We need to f igure out  how to f reeze 
the footpr int  of  food”

“Growth of  intangible assets  represents 
value of  brand,  reputat ion,  and 

sustainabi l i ty” 
Jason Clay,  WWF

“We need one voice of  indust ry  and 
civ i l  society to work with government 

to s tep up”
Adr ian Greet,  Mars
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Sess ion 1 Panel  discuss ion

Sess ion 1 Object ives
Th is  sess ion explored the SDGs and how they apply to both developed 
and emerging markets .  I t  explored the ro le of  the agr i - food indust ry  in 

support ing the del ivery of  the SDGs,  appreciat ing which of  the 17 are most 
re levant for  the sector .

Panel  -  lef t  to r ight :

1
Carolyn Opio,  FAO 

2
Moderat ing: 

Steve McLean,  Marks & Spencer 
Head of  Agr icul ture and F i sher ies
SAI  P latform Execut ive Committee

3
Adr ian Greet,  Mars 

4
Mart in Ma, Sol idar idad 

5  Patr ick Wr ixon,  E ISA
6 Roberto Vega, Syngenta
7 Jonathan Dong, Nest lé Greater  China Region

1 4
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Sess ion 2
TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

in advancing sustainable agr icul ture

1
James Pennington,  World Economic Forum  Pro ject Special i s t ,  Ci rcular  Economy

Embedding a c i rcular  economy in the food indust ry

2
Di rk  Jan Kennes,  Rabobank  Global  St rategy Farm Inputs

The opportuni t i tes  for  farmers  to ra ise capita l  going forward ( farmer 
engagement technology) and the ro le of  technology in farm investment in 

agr icul ture and food product ion

3
Zhang Hong, CAAS  -  China Academy of  Agr icul tural  Sc iences, 

Inst i tute of  Food Science Technology Research Fel low
The development of  the Chinese potato indust ry  as  a staple food source and for 

i t s  nutr i t ional  health value

4
Naty Barak,  Netaf im  Chief  Sustainabi l i ty  Off icer

Latest  t rends in  sustainable water  management -  a key pr ior i ty  in  the future of 
g lobal  agr icul ture

“8 mi l l ion tonnes of  p last ic waste go 
into the ocean each year. 

That’s  one garbage t ruck a minute”

James Pennington
World Economic Forum

1

1
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Sess ion 2 Panel  discuss ion

Sess ion 2 Object ives
What innovat ion and technologies are requi red to feed the fast -growing 

urban populat ion? To apply these technologies,  what sk i l l s  are requi red 
f rom our  future workforce and how wi l l  we ensure agr icul ture att racts  the 

technical  expert i se to operate th is  technological ly  advanced sector?

Panel  -  lef t  to r ight :

1
Moderat ing:

Br ian L indsay,  SAI P lat form 
Beef  and Dai ry  Work ing Groups Lead

2
Dirk  Jan Kennes,  Rabobank

3
Zhang Hong, CAAS

4
James Pennington, 

World Economic Forum

5
Naty Barak,  Netaf im

6 Ju l iette Hi l l ier  Caulk ins ,  Mars  Petcare
7 Nigel  Davies ,  Muntons
8 Hans Jöhr ,  Nest lé

6

8

7

“The China f ive-year p lan and 
commitment to agr icul ture i s 
fu l ly  a l igned to SAI  P latform’s 

v i s ion and th is  i s  an opportuni ty 
for  us  to dr ive scale and 

speed of  del ivery for  improved 
agr icul tural  pract ices to help 

famers  thr ive.”

Adr ian Greet,  Mars
SAI  P lat form 

Execut ive Committee



Sess ion 3
LEARNINGS AND SUCCESS STORIES AT FARM LEVEL

1
Jonathan Dong, Nest lé Greater  China Region Vice-Pres ident of  Corporate Affa i r s

Nest lé Dai ry  Farming Inst i tute in  Shuangcheng and Nescafé Coffee Center  in 
Pu’er ,  China

2
Derek Fushun Wu, Mengniu  CSR Di rector

S inne Bungaard Nie lsen,  Mengniu  D i rector  of  Open Innovat ion Center ,  R&D 
Innovat ion System

The sustainabi l i ty  approach to increas ing output,  f rom the dai ry  perspect ive

3
Giovanna Baggio,  The Nature Conservancy Brazi l  Sustainable Agr icul ture 

Manager
“+ Sustainable Soy” in i t iat ive,  Cargi l l  and The Nature Conservancy, 

Braz i l  and China

1

2

3

2

3

1

2

“We learnt  about some fantast ic project work being done by var ious organisat ions,  and th is  gave us ideas for  cur rent 
projects  we are work ing on with our  farmer suppl iers .”

Aine Ryan,  Kepak Group



Sess ion 3 Panel  discuss ion

Sess ion 3 Object ives
Th is  sess ion h ighl ighted a number of  success  s tor ies  where food indust ry 

players  have implemented innovat ive in i t iat ives as they st r ive to increase 
thei r  ef f ic iency and outputs  in  a sustainable manner.

Panel  -  lef t  to r ight :

1
Moderat ing:

Paul  Gardner,  Danone
Vice-Pres ident of  Di rect  Mater ia ls
SAI P lat form  Execut ive Committee

2
Derek Fushun Wu, Mengniu

3
Giovana Baggio, 

The Nature Conservancy Brazi l

4
S inne Bundgaard Nie lsen,  Mengniu

5
Jonathan Dong, 

Nest lé Greater  China Region

6 Carolyn Opio,  FAO
7 Hans Jöhr ,  Nest lé

6

7



Sess ion 4:  Clos ing panel  d iscuss ion
FEEDING THE WORLD’S RAPIDLY GROWING URBAN POPULATION

Th is  sess ion brought together  the f indings of  the ear l ier  sess ions and debated 
the key pr ior i t ies  for  the food sector  in  the future to ensure that the SDGs are at 

the foref ront  when feeding the fast -growing urban populat ion.  Th is  provoking 
panel  debate drew on knowledge and expert i se f rom many di f ferent  angles to 

show how a col laborat ive approach to sustainable agr icul ture can achieve the 
des i red outputs .

6

5

1

6 T i l lman Reiser ,  Ammer land
7 Ann Burckhart ,  Starbucks Coffee Company
8 Rozanne Davis ,  innocent dr inks

Panel  -  lef t  to r ight :

1
Jonathan Dong, 

Nest lé Greater  China Region

2
Di rk  Jan Kennes,  Rabobank

3
Pascal  De Petr in i ,  Danone

4
Giovana Baggio, 

The Nature Conservancy Brazi l

Moderat ing:
5

Ul r ike Sapi ro, 
The Coca-Cola Company

Director  of  Sustainabi l i ty  and 
Stakeholders

Europe,  the Middle East  and Afr ica
SAI P lat form  Pres ident

7 8



Dur ing a break,  we asked delegates to cons ider 
where thei r  organisat ions can have the greatest 

impact in  support ing the del ivery of 
the Sustainable Development Goals .



5

1

“There was such a buzz of  enthus iasm 
around and a great interact ion 

between al l  those present.  I t  was a 
great opportuni ty  to meet people 

with s imi lar  a ims and ambit ions, 
enabl ing very usefu l  interact ions 

with part ic ipants  on how to make a 
di f ference.”

Patr ick Wr ixon,  EISA

“We were interested to learn that 
more engagement i s  needed on 

the company s ide;  that the global 
chal lenges on sustainabi l i ty  are more 
intertwined and chal lenging than we 

in i t ia l ly  thought;  that g lobal  FMCG 
players  have more potent ia l  to unleash 
when work ing together  and that more 

educat ion i s  needed on the end-
consumer s ide.”

T i l lman Reiser ,  Ammerland

“The presentat ions of  the NGOs, 
sc ient i s ts ,  and research inst i tutes were 
very interest ing in terms of  knowledge 

shar ing.  They were fu l l  of  content 
and you could see the impact on the 

part ic ipants .” 

Carol ine Duivenvoorden,  Agri f i rm



SAI PLATFORM’S 15TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION GALA DINNER

Keynote speech
Hans Jöhr ,  Nest lé  Corporate Head of  Agr icul ture

SAI P lat form  Honorary Pres ident

“The future belongs to those who 
bel ieve in the beauty of  thei r  dreams.” 

Eleanor Roosevelt

“We had a dream when we started, 
with f r iends f rom Uni lever  and 

Danone, the SAI  P latform Associat ion, 
created and incorporated in Geneva, 

Switzer land,  in  2002.

Let  me take you quick ly  back in t ime. 
Ten years  ear l ier ,  in  1992,  there was 
the f i r s t  R io Summit  on sustainabi l i ty 

and a mount ing pressure was bui ld ing 
up f rom NGOs,  act iv i s t  groups,  and 

cert i f icat ion schemes and labels  in  the 
food indust ry ,  creat ing n iche markets . 

These were on a steep growth path, 
but none were address ing prominent ly 

“Sustainable agr icul tural  product ion 
pract ice changes and methodologies” 
-  what in  fact mainst ream agr icul tural 
product ion would need; exact ly  where 

food indust r ies  are sourcing f rom.

So,  the quest ion was:  “Do we want to 
double n iche markets  or  real ly  go for 

the big bang, impact ing mainst ream?” 
And, how do we def ine success?

We decided for  impact ing 
mainst ream…and the big dream 

s tarted to mater ia l i ze.

Now, after  15 years ,  SAI  P latform i s  s t i l l 
growing,  with c lose to 100 members .”

Hans Jöhr
Nest lé

SAI  P lat form Honorary Pres ident



25 APRIL  -  ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS
SAI  P latform’s  unique ro le in  promot ing sustainable agr icul ture

Technology and innovat ion for  smal l -holder  farmers  in  China
and As ia



D A I R Y 
F I E L D  V I S I T 

DAIRY FIELD VISIT
Shuangcheng, Hei longj iang province 

Kindly organised by Nest lé

The Hei longj iang province has a long dai ry  t radit ion.  I t  i s  known for  i t s 
fer t i le  so i l  and has much more land per  farmer than further  in land.  On 
th i s  v i s i t ,  we v is i ted the Nest lé Dai ry  Farm Inst i tute to learn about thei r 
t ra in ing programme and col laborat ions.  We met with Chinese farmers 

and v is i ted two di f ferent  scale Chinese dai ry  farms.  We heard about the 
Chinese dai ry  real i ty  and i t s  chal lenges and opportuni t ies .

PARTICIPANTS:
Ammer land,  Ar la Foods,  FAO, 

Fr ies landCampina,  Kepak Group, 
Marks  & Spencer,  Mars , 

Mars  Petcare



“My main take-away i s  the 
mind-blowing speed of 

change in the Chinese dai ry 
sector .  How they responded 
to the melamine-cr i s i s  wi th 

rest ructur ing the sector ,  how 
they embrace shar ing of  best-

pract ice such as the Nest lé 
research center ,  and how that 
i s  then implemented in farms.”

“ I t  was encouraging to 
see how much effort  goes 
into more sustainable and 
eff ic ient  l ivestock farming 

with best  pract ices developed 
and shared by Nest lé and 

intertwined col laborat ion of 
other  g lobal  p layers  with in the 
f ie ld.  Seeing th is  new model  of 
pre-compet i t ive col laborat ion 

indicates the way we al l  wi l l 
have to develop towards with in 

the years  to come.”

“The sector  i s  cur rent ly  heavi ly 
f inancial ly  supported by the 

government (d i rect  cash 
support  to set  up farms and 
domest ic market  protect ion 

that keeps pr ices above wor ld 
market) .  Not yet ,  but  I  could 

see the sector  becoming 
compet i t ive in  the future.”

D A I R Y 
F I E L D  V I S I T 
L E A R N I N G S

“The complex i ty  of  nutr ient 
c i rculat ion in dai ry  product ion 
i s  mani fested as a chal lenge 

in large dai ry  herd operat ions. 
I  th ink i t  i s  a chal lenge how to 

l ink dai ry  herd management 
with crop rotat ion 

management su i table for 
the region.  How to make use 
of  the enormous amounts  of 

manure these large operat ions 
generate.  The system has 

chal lenges ahead in improving 
the sustainabi l i ty  performance 
with regard to nutr ient  cycl ing, 
min imiz ing ground- and sur face 

water  pol lut ion and loss  of 
n i t rogen in ammonia and 

n i t rous ox ide f rom the storage 
in the large lagoons.”

“ I  part icular ly  note the 
generos i ty  and profess ional i sm 

shown by our  Chinese hosts 
dur ing the f ie ld t r ip,  and shown 

by Nest lé in  emphas iz ing that 
the dai ry  research center  i s  for 
the sector  rather  than only for 

thei r  company. 
I  th ink that i s  real ly  the spi r i t 

we should al l  embrace in 
moving forward,  s t rengthening 
the sector  both local ly  in  China 

and global ly  in  SAI  P latform 
and the DSF.

I t  was a t ru ly  inspi r ing t r ip!”



GRAIN AND OILSEED FIELD VISIT
Dezhou City,  Shandong province 

Kindly organised by the Inst i tute of  Food Science and Technology ( IFST) , 
CAAS

Dur ing th is  f ie ld v i s i t ,  we learnt  about China’s  latest  s tandardised farming 
and large-scale intens ive food process ing methods.  To do th is ,  we v is i ted 

three operat ions in  Shandong Province,  just  south of  Bei j ing.

PARTICIPANTS:
Agr i f i rm Group,  E ISA,  Grain Farmers 

of  Ontar io,  Mars ,  Migros,  MIT  Joint 
Program on the Science and Pol icy 

of Global  Change, Muntons

G R A I N  & 
O I L S E E D 
F I E L D  V I S I T 



“We gained ins ights  on how 
urbanizat ion i s  impact ing on 

agr icul ture,  i .e.  the chal lenge 
to keep young people 

interested in agr icul ture and 
keep them in the rural  areas.  

Young people look to c i t ies  for 
opportuni t ies  and don’t  s tay 

in  rural  areas which i s  caus ing 
labour  i s sues.”

“ In order  to dr ive sustainabi l i ty 
and sustainable intens i f icat ion 
of agr icul ture systems,  dr iv ing 
yie ld input i s  a key var iable.  
As we heard in presentat ions 
throughout the seminars ,  less 
than 50% of  i r r igat ion water 

reaches the f ie ld.  I  th ink 
that with greater  emphas is 
on topics  such as i r r igat ion 

eff ic iency,  nutr ient ,  genet ics 
etc,  y ie ld can and wi l l  improve, 
improving the sustainabi l i ty  of 

the crop.”

“ I  learnt  more about the way 
how publ ic-pr ivate partnersh ip 

f lour i shes in  China.  There are 
focused and powerfu l  p lans 

on how to opt imize crop y ie lds 
without conf l ict ing with food 

qual i ty  and food safety,  as 
with the R&D department of 

the Inst i tute we v is i ted.”

“There are a lot  of  impress ive 
examples of  vert ical  and 

hor izontal  chain integrat ion 
such as the process ing 

and packaging stat ion for 
vegetables and the wheat 

mil l  wi th product ion s i tes  for 
consumer products  and an own 

farm for  fattening pigs and 
own biofuel  insta l lat ions.”

“The discuss ions between the 
part ic ipants  h ighl ighted what 

are the changes we expect 
when i t  comes to commodity 
t rade about 10/20 years  f rom 
now and the ro le you want to 
play with your  own company/

sector .”

G R A I N  & 
O I L S E E D 
F I E L D  V I S I T
L E A R N I N G S 



FRUIT  F IELD VISIT
Yantai ,  Shandong province

Kindly organised by Danone

On th is  f ie ld v i s i t ,  we learnt  about s t rawberry and peach cul t ivat ion. 
We v is i ted a hot greenhouse us ing so lar  power only and a st rawberr ies 

factory in  the Shandong province.  The tour  included i ssues such as 
waste management,  use of  agr i -chemicals ,  measurements  of  water 

consumpt ion,  health and safety for  employees and more.

PARTICIPANTS:
Agrana, The Coca-Cola Company, 
Danone, Döhler ,  Fer rero,  Heineken, 

innocent dr inks ,  Netaf im, 
SVZ Internat ional

F R U I T 
F I E L D  V I S I T 



“General ly ,  the rural  and 
agr icul tural  development in 
Shandong area i s  far  better 
than expected.  However,  I 

bel ieve that the development 
s tatus  in  th i s  province cannot 
represent the ent i re Chinese 

rural  and agr icul tural  scenar io. 
I t  i s  main ly  because of  the 

in f lux of  fore ign investment in 
the area s ince the 80s ,  and 

market and t rade l iberal i zat ion. 
Coupled with domest ic pol icy 

reform, fore ign investors 
brought in  technology and 

knowledge to advance local 
f ru i t  agr icul tural  pract ices (e.g. 
we’ve seen a lot  of  greenhouse 
cul t ivat ion),  generat ing h igher 
household income in the area 
(e.g.  most  v i l lage houses we 
saw were big in  s i ze and wel l 

maintained).”

“Farmers  in  Shandong were 
among the f i r s t  to expand into 

f ru i t  product ion f rom grains , 
owing to the r i s ing demand for 

h igher-value f ru i t s .”

“There i s  a s igni f icant of f -
farm employment t rend on 
f ru i t  product ion.  More and 

more of  the younger cohorts 
in  the labour force are 

moving out of  agr icul ture. 
Th is  impl ies  a chal lenge in 
the cont inuous expans ion 

of  f ru i t  product ion.  I f  China 
i s  to retain i t s  comparat ive 
advantage (cheap labour) 

in  f ru i t  product ion in the long 
term, labour-saving technology 

i s  essent ia l .” 

“Looking at  the water  and soi l 
management:

Water  management i s  f ree 
and i s  one of  the most 

important th ings,  though some 
improvements  in  technology 

are necessary.

An effort  to maximize nutr ient 
prof i le  based on h is tor ical 
exper ience i s  done by the 

farmers .

There i s  l imi ted soi l  eros ion due 
to the very good st ructure of 

ter races.”

F R U I T 
F I E L D  V I S I T
L E A R N I N G S 

“I  am part icular ly  interested in 
the labour aspect.  Below are 

some general  observat ions and 
understandings:

Work ing contracts  are not 
i s sued between the peach 

farmer and workers .  Employer-
employee re lat ionship i s  h ighly 
based on t rust  and community 

so l idar i ty .

Al l  fami ly  members  help pick 
peaches dur ing the harvest 

per iod,  including chi ldren and 
elder ly .  They are not a l lowed 

to work under ext reme weather 
condit ions (e.g.  heavy ra infal l ) . 
No seasonal  workers  are h i red. 
Al l  chi ldren go to school  in  the 
v i l lage.  Helping out thei r  fami ly 
performing agr icul tural  work in 

spare t ime i s  very common.

Men earn more than women, 
main ly  owing to the di f ferent 

types of  work tasks .  Wages are 
paid after  the harvest  per iod. 

No f i r s t  a id k i t  i s  provided at 
the farm. In  case of  accident, 

farmers  wi l l  send the in jured 
to the nearby hospi ta l .  There 

i s  a general  lack of  awareness 
of  f i r s t  a id.  Most  people in the 
rura l  area bel ieve accidents 

wi l l  not  happen.”



T E A  &
V E G E T A B L E
F I E L D  V I S I T 

TEA AND VEGETABLE F IELD VISIT
Zhangzhou,  Fu j ian Province

Kindly organised by Cheng Qiu

On th is  f ie ld v i s i t ,  we learnt  about 
d i f ferent  vegetable farming 

pract ices,  convent ional  smal lholder 
r ice farming pract ices,  and best 

sustainable pract ices used for 
producing organic tea in China.  We 

vis i ted a 400-acre ecological  tea 
plantat ion located in the mountains 

of Fu j ian province,  learn about 
the cul t ivat ion,  manufactur ing, 

process ing,  packaging,  and 
wholesal ing processes of  the tea, 

and the technologies used for 
qual i ty  contro l .  We also v i s i ted 
smal l - scale organic vegetable 

farming,  convent ional  vegetable 
farming,  and smal lholder  r ice 

farming.  We learnt  about d i f ferent 
farming pract ices in  China,  and the 

development of  ecological  and 
organic agr icul ture in  China.

PARTICIPANTS:
Fer rero,  GIZ ,  GLOBALG.A.P. , 

Ingredion,  L inkage Farm Fr i tes , 
Peps iCo,  The Nature Conservancy 

Braz i l ,  Uni lever



“Good agr icul tural  pract ices 
t ra in ing i s  needed. For 

example,  the government 
decided that the over-supply 

of  fert i l i zers  i s  not  a good th ing 
-  which of  course i t  i s  not  - 

but switching over  to organic 
fer t i l i zers  i s  not  going to so lve 

the problems.  The farmers  need 
to do soi l  and leaf  analyses 
and get informat ion,  based 
on the resu l ts ,  on what and 

how much fert i l i zers  should be 
appl ied. 

Organic farming i s  s t i l l  seen 
as “safe and sustainable” 
because “no pest ic ides” 
are appl ied.  Food safety 

was never  ment ioned once, 
and as ment ioned above, 

sustainabi l i ty  i s  not  guaranteed 
through organic pract ices per 

se. 

I  a l so learned that the farmers 
are pass ionate and eager to 

learn,  so we should take up the 
opportuni t ies !”

“Dur ing the v i s i t  to the tea 
farm, there were lots  of 
attendants  f rom the ci ty 

government,  including local 
agr icul tural  leaders .   Th i s  - 

combined with v i s i tors  f rom SAI 
Platform, NGOs,  and indust ry 

-  made for  very interest ing 
conversat ion at  the end of  the 

tour .  I t  became obvious that 
the col lect ive knowledge in 
the room could have helped 
solve many of  the growers’ 

s t ruggles.  I  found mysel f 
making mental  notes on 

several  of  the comments  and 
quest ions,  as  there were some 
learn ings that could help our 

own agr ibus iness  team as they 
engage with growers . 

I  part icular ly  found the use of 
chickens for  pest  contro l  -  and 

the other  methods that were 
ult imately abandoned leading 

up that -  to be creat ive and 
something to invest igate 
fur ther  with some of  our 

smal ler -s i zed crop growers 
around the globe. 

Th is  conversat ion also 
h ighl ighted for  me the need 
to have a local  network of 

growers ,  indust ry  personnel , 
NGOs,  and government 

of f ic ia ls  to help more 
eff ic ient ly  implement 

sustainable agr icul ture 
pract ices,  part icular ly  in  areas 
where there farmers  may have 

l imited access  to advanced 
technologies.”

T E A  & 
V E G E T A B L E 
F I E L D  V I S I T
L E A R N I N G S 

“The f ie ld v i s i t s  for  Tea and 
Vegetable were ext remely 
interest ing.   I  learned that 
there are growers  in  China 

seeking to be more sustainable 
in  thei r  agr icul tural  pract ices 

because i t  i s  a prof i table 
bus iness  model ,  part icular ly 
at the tea farm, where the 

growers  faced the chal lenge 
of  gett ing organic farming off 

the ground in China,  where 
i t  was thought to be v i r tual ly 

imposs ib le. 

The grower shared with the 
group the st ruggles and 
solut ions they had found 
along the way,  l ike the 

var ious approaches to pest 
management they have taken 
over  the years .  The farm v is i t s 

a lso h ighl ighted for  me the 
value that SAI  could br ing 

to these growers ,  help ing to 
ident i fy  areas of  need (through 
FSA) and shar ing resources to 

f i l l  those needs.”


